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Thanks for joining me on the 2012 MARA-thon! This includes a
physical book tour through Colorado, New Mexico, Arizona and
California. And it includes a national blog tour. During the entire
MARA-thon, please be sure to download your FREE prequel short
story, When Whales Watch at www.MaraPurl.com/downloads. [As
of January 1, you’ll be able to find purchase links for all e-readers
at http://marapurl.com/books/when-whales-watch/]
This is posted from the road during my All-Indie-Bookstore book
tour titled MAPPING THE JOURNEY OF YOUR HEART. Revisit
the entire tour at any time by visiting
www.MaraPurl.com/calendar where you’ll see event details, links
to the bookstores, and soon, photo archives. Also join me on the
ongoing Double Blog Tour , which will be archived at
http://marapurl.com/fall-blog-tour-schedule.
Coalesce is one of those favorite words—an elegant, mystically dynamic word that describes
the particular transformation that occurs when things come together. Getting things to
coalesce is sometimes a key goal in life: when a project and its funding coalesces, the project
can become a reality; when characters and plot point coalesce, a good story can be written.
When Linna Thomas sailed down the California coast from Oregon after graduating from
college, she found a friendly port called Morro Bay. When she decided to stay and co-found
her bookstore in the 1970s, her love of words and her sense of timing and opportunity
coalesced and she created a unique independent store that has now been a Morro Bay
landmark for thirty years. Once you peer into the beautifully gilded late glass window and find
yourself wandering through the book shelves, you discover a back door that leads to a
beautiful garden where a charming little chapel is nestled. The complex hosts not only book
signings but classes, parties, and even wedding receptions.
The store caught my attention several years ago when I was on one of my many Central
Coast research runs. Though my fictional town Milford-Haven is located about thirty minutes
and is loosely based on Cambria, my story naturally expanded to include Morro Bay with its
harbor and boating, qualities that make it distinct from my other story locations.
Authors always have to make choices about what to fictionalize and what to report
authentically. The heart of my story had to be a fictional town to give me maximum freedom
to tell my story. Yet the fictional Milford-Haven is surrounded by the real towns that dot the
California coastal map, including Morro Bay. Having decided to include this real town, of
course I had to do my homework and include real places. I knew I wanted a bookstore as my
starting point, and when I found this one, ideas . . . coalesced.
My story is set in the late 1990s. Was the store actually there at the time? In my new novel
Where the Heart Lives, my character Samantha wanders in, just as I did myself. What fun
it was to research the actual books she’d have found displayed on the shelves back then,
and to give my readers this anchor as they float through time in my story.
Imagine my delight when the real Linna invited me to do a real booksigning in her real
bookstore as the starting point of my California book tour!
If you’re in the Morro Bay area, Coalesce has a few signed copies of my new novel Where
the Heart Lives. Or you can order your hardcover or e-book at your favorite on-line
bookseller. And don’t forget that my gift to you is the FREE short story prequel, When
Whales Watch. The special page where you can find links to all e-book readers, or a PDF
download if you don’t have an e-reader is www.MaraPurl.com/downloads. Join me in MilfordHaven and discover where your heart lives.
For more information on the evolving world of The Milford Haven Novels, visit my new
website www.MaraPurl.com where you can subscribe to my newsletter, follow me on social
media, enjoy photos and videos, discover more special offers and more.

EMAIL SUBSCRIPTION
Enter your email address to
subscribe to this blog and
receive notifications of new
posts by email.
Sign me up!
CATEGORIES
Select Category
BECOME A FAN OF
MILFORD-HAVEN NOVELS!
Milford-Haven Novels by Mara Purl

