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0szAwith Author Mara Purl, Where the Heart Lives

1. Dovou draw on real lile experiences for vour work®

Yes!Ive fi i il and

enioy drawing I create my ies. Ty inthe
new novel Wiiere the Heart Lives, my characters 9o hackstage at a Doohie Brothers
concert Thisi: my i ip with the i i a
day and eveniny | snent hackstaye with ing a reuni at

Bowl. That was such an inspiring experience that | asked them, first, if they'd like to
appear in my original radio drama, and, more recently, if they'd like to appear as
themselvesin my novel. They thought itwas a cool idea ... and I'm hringing them to my
audience, which is a lovelyway of thanking them for so many vears of sreat music.
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The other K Iwas a member o 1
save whales. That literally was a life- i i and in my uroduct thal needs
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il am able to sh: i ith my readers.

One more experience that might be of interest toyour spiritual followers is that several
‘'vears ayo | prayed ahoit a little humminghird thatd been killed flying into the exterior
glass wall in a beautiful sarden restaurant. He'd been there on the ground for awhile by
the time some friends and | arrived to have lunch. I picked him up, excused myself, and
went off to a secluded site to nrav. After ahout half an hour, the bird blinked, then started
breathing, then flew away. In my church we believe in healing, but I'd never had a
first-hand experience like this. My writing is not overtly spiritual—hut there’s always an
underpinning of spiritual choices and progress in my novels and stories. So lwanted to

write ahout this, and wh: the When Iniit, my

ist Miranda isn't at a point spiril inpraver, but she does
have auniuue abilily to tune in to animals, and i
little hummer, and she dees. The story i to my entire

Find the excellence you need al Gharisma Media!
vww.charismamedianetw ork.com

W Follow @DevotdMomo3

@mrisma
Weaia

series, and became a hest-selling e-hook, whichwas exciting,

2Wh i

My dad has Dickens’ 4 Ghiri and each holiday
would perform the part i iy mom, Sister ld be
i inthe ion. Se that's i il Others from
childhood are Little Women, Tiventy Thousand leagwes Under tihe Sea and Mara,
Daughter of the Nile lor obvious reasons!)

3 Who'syour biggest inspiration?

Mary Baker Eddy—a spiritual thinker whe was a prolific author, founded a church, a
i and an i i is my higgest i i

This is a toush nuestion, hecause | have a lony list! If I could arrange a small dinner party
for four women, I'd choese to invite MavaAngelou, Oprah Winfrey, and my fabulous
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step-daushter Amelia Norfleet Dom. ltwould be a

and listeni for Whe
i take nlace? he th of i ing suil
sittingin hottubs at Esalen Institul ing California’s north coast, sipping

healthiul mineral waters with weidsges of fresh limes. Thatwould be such a feast of soul,
F'm not surewe'd still need to eat dinner!

5.What's your hes! cure for writers’ block?

V' I incedth il iter’s block. Th il
of aplet, or point, might be thorny h
i or i i iny else. The ight even
b i finished ject and can't figure out whatto do next. Butl
helieve i think new thoughts, plunge info a new

asnect of research, or even work on a different nroiect for a while. Thedrtist's Way
recommends taking yourself on an “artist's date” which | highly recommend—thatis, do
i il that puts delightful images, sounds, textures, tastes
into the “image bank” so thatyou feel full, not depleted. The other techninue I've always
used forwriting is to journal. We can il thinking, feeling or
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6.Whatis the best advice forwritina vou've ever received?

To keepwriting consistently. liyou're serious ahout heing awriter, you don't sit down te
write onlywhenyou're in the mood or feel inspired. You write consistently. ven if you
take off a few hours, or a few days, come hack uvtmll! Andifyou dlll'tl(nlu whatto
wrile, ry a letter, a journal entry, or a simpl nt of you.
Keen the flow going.

My protayonist Miranda Jones is my first favorite, | love ecause she’s brave enoush
1o listen to her heart, evenwhen it hurts, and evenwhenit upheaval in her
otherwise orderly Ilie Iove that she's brave to set out there with the wildlife she loves to

he ob: Ilove that she’ i ‘good
girl” uphringing enoush to follow her own true destiny.

My second faverite is Samantha Hugo who's just as brave as Miranda in a differentway.
She’s a brainy beauty in her fifties with a great career in environmental compliance and
protection. But her emotional life i fromher
marriage, and h she save up her son for adoption without telling her ex-hushand,

di ithout really thinki decision. This has now hack
1o haunt her, i from this, she has urned to face it. Il take all
her courage to heal the past. 1 can hardly wait to see how she does it!

Violation of POV. Point ofview is akey riting, and

techni for keeping your reader oriented, and in the flow of the story. Whenyou

suddenly don't know who's talking or thinking, vou're thrown out of the story and are
i a i is is a big no-no.

9. Whati ing i iting

My favorite kind of fiction is what | call “mindful fiction.” By that, | mean that the story, the
writing, th aretelli for a purpese. That purnese isn't just to thrill or
frighten, titillate or excite. These are ureat components ifthey keep us engaged in the
story sowe can feel the coursing of the deeper ideas in the story.

Isth ing in writi find a“formula” for selling hooks? Not if itmeans

we sacrifice intesrity and substance. [ve done a lot ofwriting, now, in hoth non-fiction

lﬂﬁmnl... ai -n-----lsdlllnmllmn llmelmll and
As | moved into fiction, | hrought thi for

truth, to my novels and stories. Here'swhat I've learned: non-fiction i |s ahout facts; fiction
is ahout zruth. Fiction is a powerful lenswe can train on particular issuesin life, and that
focus illuminates like nothing else can. What a thrill! That lens—which | feel so stronsly
about that | asked the arfist to include it in the cover art of wmmnmum—s a
magnificent tool a good ficti iter can place i reader.

liwe're reading fiction that dees not contain this elements,we might be spinning our
wheels and wasting time.

‘What a great yuestion! Some of my readers Zoknow this. Butwhat lwish all my readers
1o know is that | do all this—the writing, the blogging, the hook tours and blog tours, the
posts on social media—not to blow my own horn, llllra‘linnnmahasnann of

lion for them We've all
moment, a character, a chapter, a plot noint, an act of unselfishness or courase or
ly Jeart Th that our day from

ordinary to and our I routine toinspired. lve

i my most fervent desire is to create these
moments for others.When | speak in person, | see these moments of Ahal” sparkling in
th When I get. il or a post from a reader about

i i i I'm meant to do. That's what matters
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